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Non-Motorized Designation Restored Due to WWA 
and Nordic United Legal Pressure
WWA, member group Nordic United, and two other partners 
have reached a settlement with the U.S. Forest Service over a 
lawsuit filed in December 2005 in U.S. District Court. The agree-
ment restores the winter non-motorized designations set forth in 
the March 2003 Revised Forest Plan for the Wasatch-Cache 
National Forest.  

The suit, filed by Winter Wildlands Alliance, Nordic United, Bridger-
land Audubon Society and Bear River Watershed Council, was 
prompted by a Forest Service decision made in July 2005 to 
cut in half a 9,000 acre area in Logan Canyon originally set aside 
for non-motorized winter recreation and wildlife habitat.  

The Forest Service did not solicit public input or analyze environ-
mental impacts when it made a decision in July 2005 to build 
a snowmobile “connector trail” that would effectively divide the 
non-motorized area into small islands. As proposed, the snowmo-
bile trail would have reduced the area from 9,000 to 4,200 acres, 
a 55% loss of non-motorized terrain. Skiers and snowshoers 
would have to cross motorized zones to reach the safety of non-
motorized meadows and mountainsides. The settlement restores 
quiet winter recreation in the Franklin Basin area of Logan Canyon, 
an easily accessible and safe area with excellent terrain for all 
types of winter recreationists. Snowshoers, telemark and cross-
country skiers, beginner and family groups have used Franklin 
Basin for decades.  

In 2003, as part of the Revised Wasatch-Cache Forest Plan, the 
Forest Service issued a Record of Decision that designated 9,000 
acres for non-motorized winter recreation in the Franklin Basin 
area. The Forest Service reached this decision after considering 
thousands of comments and conducting a professional analysis of 

winter recreation use conflicts on the forest. For many decades, 
backcountry skiers and snowshoers have recreated in quiet, 
on untracked snowscapes in this area of Logan Canyon, long 
before snowmobile technology allowed motorized recreationists 
far-reaching access. The 9,000 acre designation is less than 
one percent of the entire Wasatch-Cache National Forest, while 
motorized recreationists have access to over 42 percent of 
the forest. 

“We are optimistic that this agreement indicates brighter things 
are up-ahead and that the Forest Service will be willing to work 
openly, and lawfully with the public,” commented Wally MacFar-
lane, President of Nordic United. The groups would like to work 
together with the Forest Service to implement the 2003 Record 
of Decision. “Nordic United has a monitoring program in place 
that will provide information and citizen support in reducing 
winter recreation use conflicts. We can provide valuable data the 
agency may not have adequate resources to obtain on their 
own,” said Stu Reynolds, owner of Powder Ridge Ski Touring. 

“Reinstatement of the 2003 ROD means that non-motorized 
winter recreationists of all abilities can now fully enjoy quiet, safe, 
untracked snowscapes in this gorgeous area next winter, just as 
the 2003 Revised Forest Plan directed,” said WWA Grassroots 
Programs Director Sally Ferguson. “All we need to do now is 
hope the snow will be as good this year as it was last winter.”

The Logan Ranger District, however, recently issued a Scoping 
Notice for the same Proposed Action, the snowmobile connector 
trail. WWA, Nordic United, and our partners will be vigilant in 
holding Forest Service official accountable for responsible 
management of our public lands.
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ALASKA
Alaska Center for the Environment 
Anchorage
(907) 274-3621
randy@akcenter.org
http://www.akcenter.org

Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition 
Anchorage
PO Box 202592
Anchorage, AK 99520

CALIFORNIA 
Mammoth Nordic 
Mammoth Lakes
(760) 934-4667
info@mammothnordic.com
http://mammothnordic.com

Snowlands Network 
Livermore
elapham@snowlands.org
www.snowlands.org

COLORADO 
Backcountry Snowsports Alliance 
Boulder
(303) 494-5266
bsa@backcountryalliance.org
www.backcountryalliance.org 

Friends of the Routt Backcountry 
Steamboat Springs
forb@backcountryalliance.org
http://www.yampavalley.info/forb.asp
 
IDAHO
Central Idaho Recreation Coalition 
McCall
circ@email.com
http://www.centralidahorec.org

Friends of Alpine/Nordic Winter Sports 
McCall
jimmca@ctcweb.net
http://www.frontiernet.net/~lcorder/
FANWS/ 

Idaho Falls Ski Club 
Idaho Falls
lundberg@srv.net
http://www.ifskiclub.com 

Idaho Skiers and Snowshoers Coalition
Statewide
(208) 386-9227
sferguson@winterwildlands.org
http://www.skiidaho.org

Nordic and Backcountry Skiers 
Alliance 
Sun Valley
info@skiersalliance.net 
http://www.skiersalliance.net

Southeast Idaho Recreation Alliance 
Pocatello
sira4wildlands@dcdi.net
http://www.sira4wildlands.org

Teton Valley Trails & Pathways 
Driggs
(208) 201-1622
pathways@tetonvalley.net
http://www.tvtap.org

MINNESOTA
Backcountry Trail Patrol
Oak Grove
backcountry@trailpatrol.org
http://www.trailpatrol.org
backcountry@trailpatrol.org

MONTANA
Montanans for Quiet Recreation
West Yellowstone
mqr@3rivers.net
http://www.quietrecreation.org

NEVADA
Coalition for Safe and Appropriate 
Winter Sports 
Reno
csaws@pointers.reno.nv.us 

OREGON
Central Oregon Backcountry Skiers 
Bend
neubauer@pacifier.com

UTAH 
Nordic United
Logan
wally.macfarlane@gmail.com
http://www.nordicunited.org

Outdoor Recreation Center
Utah State Univ. Logan
(435) 797-1502
kevin.kobe@usu.edu
http://www.usu.edu/orc

WASHINGTON
El Sendero – NCW
Wenatchee
gwbekker@charter.net

WYOMING
Togwotee Pass Backcountry Skiers 
Riverton
(307) 856-0097
kdoerr@wyoming.com
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